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PREFACE. 

THE  following  Pages  contain  simple  fa&s, 
with  obvious  inferences :  and,  if  they  produce 
convi&ion  in  the  impartial  Enquirer,  it  will 
afford  the  Author  ample,  and  the  only,  re- 
compence  which  he  requires,  as  the  profits 
(if  any)  arising  from  the  Publication  will  be 
given  to  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers 
and  Seamen, 


liigJUL 


TO    THE 

ELECTORS 


OF 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


A  S  the  period  approaches  for  exercifing  the  glorious  right 
of  our  envied  Conftitution,  viz.  the  Eledion  of  Mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  Parliament,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  each 
Individual,  at  the  prefent  important  crifis,  to'deliberate  ma- 
turely on  the  principles  and  conduft  of  the  refpe£tive 
Candidates  who  folicit  their  fupport:  for,  without  due  cau- 
tion and  a  wife  exercife  of  your  franchife,  your  judgments 
may  be  milled  by  the  defigning  and  artful ;  who,  regardlefs 
of  the  dreadful  confequences  to  fociety,  the  effe£ls  of 
anarchy  and  confufion  (the  offspring  of  excefs  and  violence) 
for  bafe  and  finifter  ends,  to  gratify  their  ambition,  or  pri- 
vate pique,  attempt  to  delude  the  unwary,  ftudy  to  deceive 
thofe  who  honeftly  feek  for  information,  and  thus  become 
the  aflaflins  of  fociety,  by  attempting  to  poifon  the  current 
of  knowledge ;  for  this  purpofe,  the  flowing  periods  of 
rhetoric,  the  nioft  popular  talents,  and  the  exertions  of 
eloquence,  are  ufed  to  captivate  and  inflame  the  paflions, 
mifguide  the  mind,  and  caufe  the  judgment  to  err.  An 
Author  juftly  obferves,  "extempore  eloquence  is  a  hidden 
41  weapon  ;  what  is  written  can  be  examined  :  firft  opinions 
**  caii  be  corrected,  and  the  pafiions  will  fubfide  with  time." 
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But  let  the  riots  in  London,  in  May  1780,  and  thofe  in 
Birmingham  the  21ft  of  July,  1791,  give  us  a  warning  of 
what  may  be  the  danger  arifing  from  popular  fedu&ion. 
The  facred  word  patriotifm  is  often  proftituted  to  the  vileft 
purpofes,  and  made  inftrumental,  under  the  pretext  of  de- 
fending the  natural  rights  of  men,  in  kindling  the  flames 
of  rebellion,  and  plunging  the  poignard  into  the  heart  of  a 
brother,  a  fellow  citizen,  and  a  fovereign.  Genuine  pa- 
triotifm never  was  the  parent  of  thefe  enormities  •,  but  on 
the  contrary  infpires  with  deteftation  of  them,  and  laments 
the  calamities  which  blind  fanaticifm  has  brought  upon  the 
world.  Her  maxims  fecure  the  tranquillity,  and  give  liabi- 
lity to  Civil  Government,  by  nourifhing  in  men's  hearts  a 
true  love  of  their  country  \  which  produces  the  fubmiflion 
of  the  fubject  from  the  moll  powerful  of  all  motives,  viz. 
the  folemn  obligation  of  confcience. 

The  natural  condition  and  exigencies  of  men  lead  them 
to  a  focial  and  political  union,  and  this  union  cannot  be 
maintained  without  due  fubordination,  and  fuch  fubordina^ 
tion  is  evidently  the  appointment  and  decree  of  that  being, 
who  is  the  Author  of  Nature,  and  of  Nature's  Laws.  It  has 
beendemonftratedagainft  the  moft  celebrated  atheiftical  wri- 
ters, that,  without  a  belief  of  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  and 
of  our  obligation  to  fubmit  to  his  will,  there  could  be  no  civil 
authority  upon  earth  :  right  and  wrong  could  be  only  de- 
determined  by  force ;  confequences  which  muft  foon  render 
this  habitable  globe  a  fhocking  fcene  of  anarchy,  riot,  ra- 
pine, and  bloodfhed.  This  pofition  has  been  awefully  de* 
monftrated  in  France,  where  the  blind  fanaticifm  of  athe- 
iftical enthufiafm  produced  thefe  dreadful  effe&s,  not  only 
to  the  convi£tion  of  the  world,  but  of  the  ruling  fanatics 
themfelvesj  who,   though  uninfluenced  by  jufl  principles, 

were 


(     3     ) 

were  obliged,  from  neceffity,  to  refcind  fome  of  their  in- 
fernal decrees,  and  permit,  however  adverfe  to  their  incli- 
nations, thofe,  whofe  paflions  have  fubfided  with  time,  and 
minds  are  refcued  from  delufion,  to  return,  in  obedience  to 
the  direction  of  their  confcience,  to  the  worfhip  of  God* 
Real  patriots,  influenced  by  the  pureft  motives,  confider 
the  land,  in  which  men  dwell  together,  as  a  new  and  ftrong 
band  of  union  between  them :  a  natural  tie,  which  mud 
never  be  loofened  by  any  difference  of  education,  habits,  or 
religious  opinions:  they  confider  it  as  their  common  mother  ; 
they  adhere  to  each  other  more  clofely,   their  hearts  are 
aftuated  by. a  warmth  of  afFe£Hon  for  their  own  country; 
they  are  zealous  to  promote  its  intereft,  by  attention  to  the 
eftablifhment  and  fupport   of  the  peace,  order,  advantage, 
and  unanimity  of  fociety.     The  envied  Ifle,  which  we  oc- 
cupy,   Providence  has  blefled   with  all   that   is  neceffary* 
ufeful,  and  ornamental  to  human  life  i  and  we  live  under 
a  government  whofe  conftitution  has  flood,  unrivalled,  the 
tefl   of  ages,    and  the   envied   admiration  of    the  world  5 
whofe  legiflative  power  is  wifely  committed  to  the  hands  of 
perfons  fo  happily  diftinguifhed,  that  there   is  no  part  of 
the  people  which  has  not  a  common  Intereft  with  at  leaft 
one  part  of  the  legiflature ;  and  confequently  the  boundlefs 
Iicentioufnefs  of  defpotic  tyranny  can  never  rage,     I  appeal, 
therefore,  to  the  patriotic  feelings  which  mufl  arife  in  the 
breaft  of  every  good  citizen  who  is  attached  to  the  welfare 
of  his  family,  the  protection  of  his  property,  the  profperity 
of  his  country,  and  the  honour  of  his  God,  Whether  it  is 
not  his  intereft,  nay  his  indifpenfible  duty,  to  unite  hand  and 
heart  with  the  well  difpofed  part  of    his  fellow  citizens,   in 
fupport  of  a  government  thus  wifely  framed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  perfon,  property,  and  conftitutional  liberty,  againft  the 
feditious  attempts  of  a  defperate  few;  who,  to  gratify  their 
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ambition,  or  grafp  at  the  property  of  others,  would  counts* 
nance  infurreftion,  the  deftruftion  of  our  amiable  and 
beloved  monarch,  the  total  fubverfion  of  religion,  liberty, 
and  laws,  and  the  introduction  of  anarchy  and  blood.  May 
it  not,  therefore*  be  one  of  the  moft  effeftual  and  conftitu- 
tional  modes  of  contributing  to  this  falutary  purpofe,  to 
rejeft  with  difdain,  at  the  enfuing  General  Eleftion,  the 
folicitations  of  any  candidate,  who  will  not  folemnly  pledge 
himfelf  to  vote  againft  the  repeal  of  the  two  afts  of -parlia- 
ment lately  pafled,  one  intitled  "  An  Aft  for  the  Safety  and 
"  Prefervation  of  His  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government ;" 
the  other,  M  An  Aft  for  the  more  effeftually  preventing 
"  Seditious  Meetings  and  Affemblies >  and  to  determine  to 
u  fupport  the  Executive  Power  in  fuch  other  Afts  as  may 
"  be  neceffary  to  carry  into  Execution,  with  Effeft  and 
"  Energy,  the  Meafures  for  the  Protection  of  His  Majefty's 
"  loyal  Subjefts,  and  the  Punifhment  of  the  Enemies  of 
"  our  King  and  Conftitution." 

The  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  thefe  Laws  is  obvious 
becaufe,  notwithftanding  their  exiftence,  the  moft  nefa- 
rious, treafonable  and  diabolical  attacks  againft  His  Majefty's 
facred  perfon,  and  his  royal  Confort,  our  gracious  Queen, 
whofe  refplendent  virtues  defy  the  envenomed  fhafts 
of  malice,  have  been  repeated,  no  doubt,  under  the  au- 
fpices,  and,  with  the  approbation  of  thofe,  who,  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  Chief  Magiftrate,  the  eiTential  branch  of  the  Con- 
ftitution, would  fubvert  the  whole :  and  whofe  principles 
of  aftion  need  no  elucidation,  evidently  attempting  to  com- 
mence their  fyftem  with  murder. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  at  the  eve  of  the  prefent  war 
there  exifted  in  Paris  an  Englifh  Jacobin  club,  confidered, 
by  the  French  th^mlelves,    more  violent   than  their  own 
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republican  revolutionifts.  It  is  probable  many  of  thefe  per- 
perfons  are  now  difperfed  through  the  various  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  a&ually  defieminating  their  poifon,  and  were 
members  of  the  late  popular  Societies.  Can  therefore  any 
impartial  and  honeft  man  hefitate  a  moment  to  applaud  the 
watchful  conduct  of  adminiftration  in  introducing  laws, 
which  may  afford  additional  energy  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment, for  the  protection  of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  and 
the  prefervation  of  our  glorious  Conftitution  in  Church  and 
State  ?  vain  would  be  the  exertions  of  our  gallant  country- 
men, in  deftroying  the  marine  of  France,  and  capturing 
their  iflands,  if  we  permit  our  internal  enemy  to  deftroy  us. 

The  principles  of  the  late  popular  focieties  are  illuftrated 
by  an  afiertion  of  Sir  Edward  Harrington,  of  Bath,  in  a  re- 
cent publication,  wherein  he  avers  that  a  Society  in  Bath, 
eonne£led  with  the  Correfponding  Societies,  refolved  that 
when  a  Revolution  fhould  be  brought  about,  the  outs  as 
well  as  the  ins  fhould  be  all  guillotined  for  the  crimes 
they  formerly  committed.  The-  fa£l  being  incontrovertible, 
that  perfons  difaffe£ied  to  the  King  and  Conftitution 
exift  in  the  bofom  of  our  country,  was  it  not  requifite, 
that  the  law  for  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government  fhould  ena£t  as  it  does, 
viz.  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  after  the  day 
of  paffing  this  a£t,  and  during  the  natural  life  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
after  a  demife  of  the  Crown,  fhall  compafs,  imagine,  de- 
vife,  or  intend,  death,  or  deftruftion,  maiming,  or  wound- 
ing, imprifonment  or  reftraint,  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,  or  to  deprive,  or  depofe  him 
or  them,  from  the  ftile,  honour,  or  kingly  name  of  the  Im- 
perial Crown  of  this  realm,  or  any  other  hisMajefty's  domi- 
nions, or  countries  *,  or  levy  war  againft  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  or  move  any  foreigner,  or  ftranger,  to 
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Invade  thefe  realms  ;  fuclv  perfon  or  perfons,  being  legally 
convicted  thereof,  fhall  be  deemed,  declared,  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  traitor,  and  traitors,  and  {hall  fuffer  pains,  penalties, 
and  forfeit  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon :  and  that,  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  fhall  malicioufly  and  advifedly,  by  writing, 
printing,  preaching,  or  other  fpeaking,  exprefs,  utter,  or 
declare  words  or  fentences  to  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred, 
or  contempt  of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  or  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  or  the  government  and  conftitution  of  the  realm, 
as  by  law  eftablifhed ;  then  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons, 
being  thereof  legally  convicted,  fhall  be  liable  to  fuch  punifh- 
ment  as  may  be  inflicted  by  law,  in  cafes  of  high  mifde- 
meanors;  or  any  perfon  or  perfons,  offending  a  fecond  time 
and  being  thereof  legally  convitied,  may  be  adjudged,  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  court,  to  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  may 
now  by  law  be  inflicted,  or  be  banifhed  or  tranfported  for 
fuch  term  as  the  court  may  appoint,  not  exceeding  feven 
years ;  but  it  alfo  enacts  that  no  perfon  fhall,  upon  trial,  be 
convicted  for  any  mifdemeanor,  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  but 
by  the  oaths  of  two  credible  witneffes ;  the  profecution  to 
be  commenced  within  fix  calendar  months  after  the  offence 
is  committed. 

The  a£t  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  feditious 
meetings  and  affemblies,  ftating  in  the  preamble,  that  divers 
perfons  collected  for  the  purpofe,  or  under  the  pretext,  of 
deliberating  on  public  grievances,  and  of  agreeing  on  peti- 
tions, complaints,  remonftrances,  &c.  to  the  King,  or  both 
Houfes,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  had  been  made  ufe 
of,  to  ferve  the  ends  of  factious  and  feditious  perfons  to  the 
great  danger  of  public  peace,  and  might  become  the  means 
of  producing  confufion  and  calamities  in  the  nation,  ena£ts 
as  follows :  That  no  meeting,  of  any  defcription  of  perfons, 
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exceeding  the  number  of  fifty,  and  except  legally  called, 
convened,  and  afTembled,  in  manner  therein  fpecified,  fhall 
be  holden  for  the  purpofe,  or  on  the  pretext  of  confidering 
of,  or  preparing  any  petition,  remonftrance,  or  addrefs  to 
the  King,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  alteration  of 
matters  in  Church  or  State,  unlefs  notice  of  the  intention, 
and  purpofe  of  the  fame  fhall  be  given  in  the  names  of  feven 
perfons  at  leaft,  being  houfeholders,  refident  within  the 
county,  city,  or  place  where  the  fame  {hall  be  propofed  to 
be  holden,  whofe  places  of  abode,  and  defcriptions  fhall  be 
given,  and  circulated  in  fome  public  newfpaper,  and  that 
fuch  notice  fhall  not  be  inferted  in  any  newfpaper,  unlefs 
the  authority  to  infert  the  fame  fhall  be  figned  by  feven  per- 
fons, being  houfeholders ;  which  authority  fhall  be  written 
at  the  foot  of  a  true  copy,  and  (if  required)  be  delivered  to 
any  juftice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  where  fuch  perfons 
fhall  refide,  or  fuch  newfpaper  fhall  be  printed. 

Any  perfon  inferring  fuch  notice  without  authority,  or 
any  perfon  to  whom  fuch  notice  and  authority  fhall  be  de- 
livered, refufing  to  produce  the  fame,  or  to  deliver  a  copy 
thereof  within  three  days  after  the  fame  fhall  have  been  re- 
quired, fhall  for  every  offence  forfeit  the  fum  of  fifty 
pounds  to  the  perfon  who  fhall  fue  for  the  fame. 

That  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  deliver  any  fuch  notice,  figned 
as  aforefaid,  five  days  at  leaft  before  the  day  on  which  fuch 
meeting  fhall  be  holden,  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the 
country,  riding,  or  divifion,  who  fhall  forthwith  fend  a  true 
copy  to  three  juftices  of  the  peace  at  leaft,  refident  therein; 
or  in  cafe  the  juftices  of  the  city,  borough,  or  town,  where 
fuch  meeting  fhall  be  propofed  to  be  holden,  fhall  have  ex* 
clufive  jurifdiftion,  then  to  three  of  fuch  juftices,  or  to  fo 
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rnany  as  (hall  be  refident  within  fuch  exclufive  jurifdi&ion; 
and  fuch  notice  lhall  be  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
whatfoever. 

That  all  meetings,  exceeding  the  number  of  fifty  perfons, 
(except  as  aforefaid)  which  {hall  be  holden  without  previous 
notice,  for  the  purpofe  or  under  the  pretext  aforefaid,  (hall 
be  deemed  and  taken  (o  be  unlawful  aflemblies. 

Any  perfons  exceeding  the  number  of  fifty,  aflembled 
contrary  to  the  provifions  aforefaid,  and  being  required,  or 
commanded  by  one  or  more  juftice  or  juftices,  by  the  flieriff 
of  the  county,  mayor,  or  other  competent  magiftrate,  of  any 
City  or  town  corporate,  by  proclamation,,  in  form  herein 
after  dire&ed,  to  difperfe  themfelves,  and  peaceably  depart 
to  their  habitations  or  bufinefs,  (hall,  to  the  number  of 
twelve  or  more,  continue  together  by  the  fpace  of  one  hour 
after  fuch  command  or  requeft,  by  proclamation,  then  fuch 
continuing  together,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  fliall 
be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  the  offend* 
ers  (hall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  (hall  fuffer  the  pains  and  pe- 
nalties as  in  cafes  of  felony. 

The  form  of  the  proclamation  (hall  be  as  followeth :  that 
is  to  fay,  the  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  perfon  authorifed  to 
make  the  fame,  (hall,  among  the  perfons  aflembled,  or  as 
near  them  as  he  can  fafely  come,  command,  or  caufe  fo  to 
be,  filence,  while  proclamation  is  making,  in  thefe  words, 
or  like  in  effeft : 

cc  Our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  chargeth  and  command- 
"  eth  all  perfons  being  affembled,  immediately  to  difperfe 
*;  themfelves,  and  peaceably  to  depart  to  their  habitations, 
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*  or  to  their  lawful  bufinefs  upon  the  pains  contained  in 
"  the  aft  made  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
u  George  the  Third,  for  the  more  effe£tually   preventing 

"  feditious   meetings   and   afiemblies;" "  God  fave  the 

«  King:9 

That  in  cafe  any  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  holden  in  purfu- 
ance  of  notice,  and  the  purpofe  for  which  the  fame  fhali 
have  been  declared  to  be  holden,  or  any  matter  which  fhall 
have  been  propofed  to  be  deliberated  upon,  fhall  purport  that 
any  matter  or  thing,  by  law  eftablifhed,  may  be  altered 
otherwife  than  by  authority  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
or  fhall  tend  to  incite,  or  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred  or  con- 
tempt of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  the  govern- 
ment and  conftitution  of  the  realm,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
juftice  or  juftices,  &c.  of  the  city  or  town  corporate  where 
fuch  meeting  fhall  be,  by  proclamation,  to  require  or  com- 
-mand  the  perfons  there  afTembled  to  difperfe ;  and  if  any 
perfons,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  fo  required  or 
commanded  to  difperfe,  fhall  remain  or  continue  together 
by  the  fpace  of  one  hour  after  proclamation  made,  as  afore- 
faid,  they  fhall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  incur  the  pains  and 
penalties  as  in  cafes  of  felony. 

That  if  any  juftice  or  juftices  of  the  peace,  prefent  at  any 
meeting,  {hall  order  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  pro- 
pound, or  maintain,  any  propofitions  for  altering  any  thing 
by  law  eftablifhed,  otherwife  than  by  the  authority  of  King, 
Lords  and  Commons,  or  hold  difcourfe,  for  ftirring  up  the 
people  to  hatred  or  contempt  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  &c. 
or  the  government  and  conftitution  of  this  realm,  to  be  taken 
into  cuftody,  and  fuch  juftice  or  juftices,  or  their  peace  of- 
ficers, fhall  be  obftrudted  in  fo  doing,  then  he  or  they  fhall 
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make,  or  caufe  to  be  made  a  proclamation  as  aforefaid;  ani 
any  twelve  perfons  or  more,  continuing  together,  after  re- 
quefl  or  command  to  difperfe,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  adjudged 
felons,  and  incur  the  pains  and  penalties  aforefaid. 

Every  juftice,  fheriffj  &c.  is  authorifed,  on  notice  of  any 
fuch  meeting,  to  refort  to  the  place  where  the  fame  is  in- 
tended to  be  holden,  and  there  to  do,  or  caufe  to  be  done, 
fuch  a&s  and  things  as  the  cafe  may  require ;  and  fuch  jus- 
tices, fheriffs,  &c.  to  take  and  require  the  affiftance  of  any 
number  of  conftables  or  other  officers,  within  their  own, 
or  the  diftrift  or  place  wherein  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  holden, 
who  are  required  to  attend  accordingly,  and  to  give  fuch 
affiftance  as  (hall  be  neceffary  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
aft.— 

That  if  fuch  perfons,  fo  aflembled,  or  twelve  or  more  of 
them,  after  proclamation,  fhall  not  difperfe  within  one  hour, 
it  fhall  be  lawful  for  every  juftice,  fheriff,  &c.  the  peace- 
officers  of  the  county,  city  or  town,  where  fuch  afiembly 
(hall  be,  and  the  perfon  or  perfons  his  Majefty's  fubje&s, 
who  fhall  be  affifting  them  therein,  (which  they  are  autho- 
rifed to  command)  to  feize  and  appehend  fuch  perfons,  fo 
aflembled  and  continuing  together  after  proclamation,  and 
to  carry  them,  or  him,  before  one  of  his  Majefty's  juftices 
of  the  peace,  that  they  may  be  proceeded  againft  according 
to  law,  and  if  any  of  the  perfons  fo  aflembled  fhall  happen 
to  be  killed,  maimed,  or  hurt,  by  reafon  of  their  refilling 
the  perfons  difperfing,  feizing,  or  apprehending  them,  that 
then  every  fuch  juftice  of  the  peace,  fheriff,  &c.  conftables, 
officers,  and  other  perfons,  fhall  be  freed,  difcharged,  and 
indemnified,  as  well  againft  the  King's  Majefty,  his  heirs, 
&c*  as  all  every  and  other  perfon  and  perfons,  for  or  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  the  killing,  maiming,  or  hurting,  any  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  as  aforefaid. 

That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  {hall  with  force  of  arms 
oppofe,  obftruft,  or  hinder  and  hurt,  any  juftice  of  the  peace, 
or  authorifed  perfon,  who  fhall  attend,  or  be  going  to  attend 
any  meeting,  or  any  perfon  or  perfons  making  proclamation 
as  aforefaid ;  that  then  fuch  oppofing,  obftru&ing,  letting, 
hindering,  or  hurting,  fuch  juftice,  &c.  or  the  perfon  or  per- 
fons making  proclamation,  fhall  be  adjudged  felony;  and 
that  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  being  aflembled  to  the 
number  of  fifty  or  more  to  whom  proclamation  fhould  have 
been  made,  if  the  fame  had  not  been  hindered,  fhall,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  continue  together,  not  difperfe, 
within  one  hour  after  fuch  let  or  hindrance  fo  made,  having 
knowledge  of  the  fame,  be  adjudged  felons,  and  fuffer  the 
pains  and  penalties  accordingly ;  and  if  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons at  any  fuch  aflembly,  fhall,  with  force  of  arms  oppofe, 
obftruft,  or  let,  hinder,  or  hurt,  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  &c. 
in  apprehending  or  taking  into  cuftody,  in  the  execution  of 
any  of  the  provifions  of  this  a&,  any  perfon  or  perfons  en- 
deavouring fo  to  do,  then  fuch  oppofing,  obftrufting,  hinder- 
ing or  hurting  fhall  be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

The  powers  and  authorities  of  this  a£t  to  extend  to  and 
operate  in  Scotland. 

That  as  certain  houfes,  rooms,  &c.  within  the  cities  of 
London,  Weftminfter,  the  neighbourhood,  and  other  places, 
had  been  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of,  and  that  le&ures  or  dif- 
courfes  had  been  delivered,  and  debates  held,  concerning 
fuppofed  public  grievances,  and  matters,  relating  to  the  laws, 
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constitution  and  government  of  thefe  kingdon*s,  tending  to 
ftir  up  hatred  and  contempt  of  his  Majefty's  pcrfon  and  go- 
vernment, and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  it  enafts, 

That  every  houfe,  room,  &c.  where  fuch  leftures,  or  de- 
bates, (hall  be  delivered,  or  had,  concerning  any  of  the  mat- 
ters before-mentioned,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  money,  or 
other  valuable  thing,  from  the  perfons  admitted  (unlefs  the 
opening  or  ufing  of  fuch  houfe,  room,  &c.  fhall  have  been 
previoufly  licenfed,  as  herein  after-mentioned)  fhall  be  deem- 
ed a  diforderly  houfe,  or  place  \  and  the  perfon  by  whom  the 
fame  fhall  be  opened,  or  ufed,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  fhall 
forfeit  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  every  day,  or 
time,  that  fuch  houfe,  room,  &c.  fhall  be  opened,  or  ufed, 
to  fuch  perfons  as  will  fue  for  the  fame ;  and  be  otherwife 
punifhed  as  the  law  dire&s  in  cafes  of  diforderly  houfes, 
every  perfon,  managing  or  conducting  the  proceedings  at 
fuch  houfe,  &c.  or  therein  debating,  or  delivering  any  dif- 
courfe,  or  le£ture,  as  aforefaid ;  and  every  perfon  who  fhall 
pay,  give,  colleft,  or  receive  any  money,  or  other  thing,  for 
the  admiflion  of  any  perfon  into  any  fuch  room,  &c.   or 
deliver,,  diftribute,  or  receive  fuch  ticket,  or  tickets,  as  afore- 
faid, knowing  the  purpofe  for  which  fuch  room,  &c.  fhall 
be  opened  or  ufed,  fhall,  for  every  fuch  offence  forfeit  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  fuch  perfon  as  will  fue  for 
the  fame. 

Any  perfon  who  fhall  appear,  a£t,  or  behave,  him,  or  her- 
felf,  as  mafter,  or  miftrefs,  of  any  fuch  houfe,  &c.  fhall  be 
deemed  to  be  a  perfon  by  whom  the  fame  is  opened,  or  ufed, 
and  fhall  be  liable  to  be  fued  or  profecuted  as  fuch,  notwith- 
flanding  he  or  fhe  be  not,  in  fa£t,  the  real  owner  or  occupier 
thereof. 

4  That 


(     >3     ) 

That  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  juftice,  or  juftices,  Sec. 
who  fhall  have  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  any  houfe,  &c.  is  or 
are  opened  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  leftures,  or  debates, 
contrary  to  the  provifions  of  this  aft,  to  go  to  fuch  houfe,  &c. 
and  demand  to  be  admitted,  and  in  cafe  of  refufal  of  admit- 
tance, the  fame  (hall  be  deemed  a  diforderly  houfe,  or  place, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  aft ;  and  all  and  every  the  pro- 
vifions refpefting  any  houfe,  &c.  declared  to  be  a  diforderly 
houfe,  or  place,  (hall  be  applied  to  fuch  houfe,  &c.  where 
admittance  {hall  have  been  refufed,  as  aforefaid ;  and  every 
perfon  fo  refufing  (hall  forfeit  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
to  any  perfon  who  lhall  fue  for  the  fame. 

That  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  any  juftice,  or  juftices,  of  the 
peace,  &c.  of  any  county,  city,  &c.  where  any  fuch  houfe, 
&c.  lhall  be  licenfed,  to  go  to  fuch  houfe  at  the  time  of 
delivering  any  fuch  lefture  or  difcourfe,  and  demand  to  be 
admitted;  and  in  cafe  fuch  juftice,  or  magiftrate,  fhall  be 
refufed  admittance,  the  fame  fhall  be  deemed,  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  licence,  a  diforderly  houfe  or  place,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  aft ;  and  the  provifion  refpefting  any  dif- 
orderly houfe,  &c.  fhall  be  applied  to  fuch  houfe,  &c.  and 
every  perfon  refufing  admittance,  (hall  forfeit  one  hundred 
pounds  to  any  perfon  who  will  fue  for  the  fame. 

That  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  juftices  of  the 
peace,  of  the  county,  city,  &c.  where  any  houfe,  room,  or 
building,  (hall  be,  which  any  perfon  {hall  be  defirous  to  open, 
for  any  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  to  grant  a  licenfe  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  to  open  the  fame,  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
livering, for  money,  any  fuch  leftures  or  difcourfes,  on  any 
of  the  fubjefts  aforefaid,  the  fame  being  clearly  exprefled  ia 
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fuch  licence ;  for  which  a  fee  of  one  {hilling,  and  no  more5 
fhall  be  paid,  and  the  fame  {hall  be  in  force  for  one  year  and 
no  longer,  or  for  any  lefs  fpace  of  time  therein  fpecified ;  and 
which  licence  fuch  juftice  may  revoke,  and  declare  void, 
and  no  longer  in  force. 

That  any  perfon  entitled  to  any  of  the  forfeitures  aforefaid, 
may  fue,  by  aftion  of  debt,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  of 
record  at  Weftminfter,  in  which  aftion  it  {hall  be  fufficient 
to  declare,  that  defendant  is  indebted  to  plaintiff  in  the  fum 
of  (the  fum  demanded  by  the  aftion)  being  forfeited  by  an 
aft  made  in  the  thirty- fixth  year,  &c.  entitled  an  aft,  &c. 
and  the  plaintiff,  if  he  {hall  recover,  {hall  have  his  full  cofts. 
That  if  any  aftion  (hall  be  brought  againft  any  perfon,  for 
any  thing  done  in  purfuance  of  this  aft,  defendant  may  plead 
the  general  iffue  ;  and  if  a  verdift  pafs  for  the  defendant,  or 
the  plaintiff  difcontinue  the  aftion,  or  be  nonfuited,  or 
judgment  be  given  againft  the  plaintiff,  defendant  fhall  have 
treble  coils. 

That  nothing  {hall  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  any  leftures 
or  difcourfps  to  be  delivered  in  any  of  the  univerfities,  by 
any  member  or  perfon  authorifed  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  univerfities  refpeftively. 

That  no  payment  made  to  any  fchoolmafter,  or  other  per- 
fon, by  law  allowed  to  teach  and  inftruft  youth,  in  refpeft 
of  any  leftures  or  difcourfes  delivered  by  fuch  fchoolmafter, 
or  other  perfon  for  the  instruction  only  of  fuch  youth,  fhall 
be  deemed  a  payment  of  money  for  admiflion  to  fuch  leftures 
or  difcourfes,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  aft. 
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That  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  fhall  be  deemed  to  take 
away,  or  abridge,  any  provifion  already  made,  by  the  laws  of 
this  realm,  for  the  fuppreflion  or  punifhment  of  any  offence 
defcribed  by  this  aft. 

That  this  aft  (hall  be  read  at  every  Epiphany  quarter 
feflions  of  the  peace,  and  at  every  leet  or  law  day. 

That  no  perfon  (hall  be  profecuted  by  virtue  of  this  aft, 
unlefs  profecution  {hall  be  commenced  within  fix  calendar 
months  after  the  offence  committed ;  and  no  aftion  (hall  be 
brought,  for  any  of  the  penalties  by  this  aft  impofed,  unlefs 
the  fame  fhall  be  brought  within  three  calendar  months 
next  after  the  offence  committed. 


And  laftly,  That  this  aft  fhall  commence,  and  have  effeft, 
within  the  city  of  London,  and  twenty  miles  thereof,  from 
the  day  after  palling  the  fame ;  and  within  all  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  from  the  expiration  of  feven  days  next  after 
the  day  of  paffing  the  fame  •,  and  fhall  be  and  continue  in 
force  for  three  years,  from  the  day  of  paffing  this  aft,  and 
until  the  end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of  parliament. 

Now  a  fuperficial  review  of  thefe  laws  may  convince 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
legiflature  to  withhold  from  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  the  right 
of  affembling  for  lawful  purpofes ;  but  to  proteft  the  unfuf- 
pefting  and  honefl  from  becoming  dupes  to  the  infidious 
arts,  and  vicious  defign  of  faftion :  and  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  is  direfted  to  the  teachers,  and  not  to  the  people. 
The  motive  which  aftuates  the  conduft  of  thofe  artful  men, 
jnay  be  fairly  deduced  from  the  following  faft : 

A  lead- 
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A  leading  and  popular  member  of  the  Correfponding  So- 
ciety, recently  in  converfation  with  a  friend,  obferved,  that  one 
of  their  members  was  determined  not  to  be  eafy  till  he  had 
obtained  a  field  of  his  own,  and  a  pipe  and  pot  to  enjoy  in  it ; 
being  afked  what  real  property  he  now  poiTeiTed,  he  replied, 
not  ajhilling, — Now  let  common  fenfe  determine  on  fair  and 
impartial  enquiry,  if  lefs  energy  under  the  exifting  circum- 
ftances  could  have  been  granted  to  the  executive  government 
for  the  protection  of  his  Majefty's  facred  perfon,  and  the 
prefervation  of  our  lives  and  property  from  the  horror  and 
devaftation  of  a  civil  war  ! — A  celebrated  female,  refident  at 
Paris,  in  her  hiftory  of  the  French  Revolution,  gives  the 
following  fpccimen  of  republican  liberty ;  and  relates  that 
during  Robefpere's  reign  in  France,  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
perfons  were  maiTacred  in  the  prifons  of  Paris  within  four 
days,  without  trial.  Danton,  minifter  of  juflice  at  the  period 
of  this  maffacre,  being  intreated  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe  hor- 
rors, cooly  replied,  "  when  the  people  have  exerted  their 
"  rights,  I  will  refume  mine."  Juftly  therefore  does  (he 
obferve  u  the  furrounding  nations  of  Europe  after  contem- 
M  plating  the  favage  fpeftacle  which  the  fecond  of  S.eptem- 
"  ber  prefented,  will  perhaps  feel,  that  defpotifm  armed 
<c  with  its  arbitrary  impofitions,  its  gloomy  towers,  and  its 
<c  folitary  dungeons,  is  not  more  hideous  than  anarchy." 
Defpotifm  may  be  compared  to  a  ftream,  which  fupplied  from 
a  cafual  fpring,  or  unequal  fource,  leaves  for  the  moll  part  the 
region  through  which  it  pafles,  parched  and  defolate  %  yet, 
fometimes,  (bedding  partial  moifture,  cheers  the  eye  with  a 
fpot  of  fcanty  verdure  \  but  anarchy  is  the  impetuous  torrent, 
that  fweeps  over  the  land  writh  irrefiftible  violence,  and  in- 
volves every  objeft  in  one  wide  mafs  of  ruin.  But  as  long 
as  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  his  faithful  fubje£ts 
the  Lord  and  Commons  of  this  realm,  the  trifle  cord  which 
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no  man  can  break  •,  the  joint  and  feveral  fecurities,  each  in 
its  place  and  order,  for  every  kind  and  every  quality  of  pro- 
perty, and  of  dignity.  As  long  as  thefe  endure,  we  are  all 
fafe  together  :  the  high  from  the  blights  of  envy  and  the 
fpoliations  of  rapacity ',  the  low  from  the  iron  hand  of  op- 
preflion,  and  the  infolent  fpurn  of  contempt.  But  when 
the  rude  inroad  of  Gallic  tumult,  with  its  fophiftical  Rights 
of  Man,  to  falfify  the  account,  and  its  fword  as  a  make- 
weight to  throw  into  the  fcale,  (hall  be  introduced  among 
us  by  a  mifguided  populace,  fet  on  by  the  proud  great  men, 
themfelves  blinded  and  intoxicated  by  a  frantic  ambition, 
we  (hall  all  of  us  perifli  and  be  overwhelmed  in  a  common 
ruin. — Therefore  the  ineftimable  value  of  the  bleflings  we 
enjoy,  under  our  mild  and  aufpicious  government ;  the  ad- 
vantage and  prote&ion  from  arbitrary  power,  and  from  re- 
publican anarchy,  the  happy  effects  of  our  glorious  confti- 
tution,  that  model  of  perfeftion,  which  has  long  been  the 
pride  of  Engliflimen,  the  glory  of  modern  times,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  world;  and  which,  through  the 
happy  inequality  in  the  diftribution  of  privileges,  maintains 
the  mod  perfeft  equality,  in  the  enjoyment  of  rights ; 
thefe  glorious  advantages  demonftrate  the  indifpenfible  ne- 
ceffity  of  an  unanimous  and  vigorous  exertion  for  its  pre- 
fervation.  May  it  ever  endure  unlhaken,  unchanged !  May 
it  repel  the  daring  efforts  of  innovation,  and  furvive  the 
vifionary  fchemes  of  its  enemies,  which  threaten  the  de- 
flruclion  of  all  focial  order  !  And  may  it  ever  continue,  by 
protefting  the  liberties  of  mankind,  to  diffufe  that  univerfal 
happinefs,  which  is  unknown  to  any  other  nation  on  the 
globe  !  Let  us  then  manifeft  our  attachment  to  it,  by  loyalty 
to  our  molt  gracious  Monarch,  zeal  for  our  religion  and 
laws,  a  wife  and  judicious  exercife  of  our  EleElive  Fran- 
chife — and  let  us  each,  by  a£live  and  fpirited  exertions,  and 

D  honeft 


(     18     ) 

honeft  induftry  in  our  refpe&ive  fituations,  labour  to  con- 
tribute to  the  public  happinefs  ;  and  thus  tranfmit  to  pofte- 
rity,  unimpaired,  thofe  facred  rights  pf  civil  and  religious 
liberty  which  we  enjoy. 


A  PLAIN  FREEHOLDER, 


